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2019 JAGUAR F-PACE 


THE SUV WITH THE HEART = 
OF A JAGUAR 


STARTING FROM: $45,795. 


o 
O Yo FINANCING AVAILABLE FOR UP TO SO MONTHS 
SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY AND CREDIT 


WHILE IT HAS ALL OF THE TRAITS OF AN SUV, THE JAGUAR F-PACE 
WAS CREATED FROM THE DNA OF A JAGUAR SPORTS CAR — WITH 
UP TO 380 HORSEPOWER AND CAT-LIKE AGILITY. 


THERE'S NO MISTAKING THE F-PACE FOR ANYTHING BUT A 


JAGUAR 
JAGUAR LAND ROVER MINNEAPOLIS ——————— JAGUAR ELITECARE 
8905 WAYZATA BLVD, 5 YEARS 60,000 MILES 
GOLDEN VALLEY MN 55426 @ New Vehicle Limited Warranty © Complimentary Scheduled Maintenance 


763 222-2200 © 24-Hour Roadside Assistance @ Jaguar InControl® Remote & Protect™ 


JaguarlandroverMinneapolis.com BEST IN CLASS COVERAGE’ 


FIND US ONLINE AT 
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WHOLE HOME 
CLIMATE CONTROL 


SUMMER COMFORT INSTALLS FOR OLD HOMES MADE EASY! 


DUCTLESS MINI-SPLITS 


SYSTEM INSTALL 
FITS ANY HOME 
AND HIGH EFFICIENT 


EARLY BIRDS SAVE BIG! 


$2000 SAVINGS 


*If installed before April 15, 2019 
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*If installed before May 15, 2019 


$1000 SAVINGS 


*If installed before June 15, 2019 


Cannot be combined with other offers. Terms and conditions apply 


FREE SECOND OPINION · 


HIGH VELOCITY 


SYSTEM INSTALL 
FITS ANY HOME, 
DISCREET AND POWERFUL 


EARLY BIRDS SAVE BIG! 


$2500 SAVINGS 


*If installed before April 15, 2019 


$2000 SAVINGS 


*If installed before May 15, 2019 
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*If installed before June 15, 2019 


Cannot be combined with other offers. Terms and conditions apply 
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1 X Hawks View Cottages 


| dreamers welcome 
| Our nine distinctive cottages, lodges 
& suites are crafted high up onto 
steep wooded bluffs, with hawk's 


eye views of the Mississippi River 


Seven Hawks 
Vineyards 
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REM 


HENNEPIN 


We're Hiring! 


Looking for a rewarding career 
where you can make a difference? 


A job as a Direct Support Professional might be right 
for you! REM Hennepin is an equal opportunity employer 
serving individuals with disabilities. We offer: 


м Competitive pay and benefits / Opportunities for growth 
м Full- and part-time opportunities and advancement 
Diverse, welcoming workplace environment v Flexible hours and scheduling 
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OUR LAVENDER 


FROM THE EDITOR | BY CHRIS TARBOX 


Life As A (Fabulous) House 


It’s May! And even though summer isn’t technically here yet, us Min- 
nesotans certainly count this as the unofficial beginning of the summer 
season since, you know, it’s winter almost nine months out of the year 
here. And this is prime time to focus on our homes: renovating them, 
selling them, and buying them. 

Want a little head start for getting the ball rolling on your homestead 
dreams? Then our 2019 Summer Home + Garden issue is just for you! 

This issue, we receive real estate tips and tricks from members of the 
Minnesota chapter of the National Association of Gay & Lesbian Real Es- 


tate Professionals (NAGLREP) now that summer’s here; we learn about 


the upcoming Artisan Home Tour; and we have local lighting fixture 
company Hennepin Made tell us how to light up our living spaces. 

Not enough Lavender goodness for you? We also take a sneak peek at 
this year’s Art-A-Whirl art crawl and some of the GLBT artists involved, 
and we look at a Day In The Life of occupational therapy assistant-in- 
training Cady Eddy! 

It’s a good time to treat yourself to a home makeover or a new do- 
micile altogether, so read on and make that dream a reality! And don’t 
forget: PRIDE is almost here! We here at Lavender have a lot of amazing 


things cooking for the 50th anniversary of Stonewall, so stay tuned! E 


OUR LAVENDER 


AWORD IN EDGEWISE | BY E.B. BOATNER 


Meditation on an Inland Sea 


Barwoorsh...Barwoorsh...Barwoorsh... 
Strong, steady, soothing, powerful; you could 
listen to the rhythmic pulse forever. But you 
don't have forever, and when the tide goes out, 
so do you. 

Ilay in a quiet room, a technician amping 
the sound of blood coursing up my carotid ar- 
teries, pumping O2 into the gray-matter in my 
skull, over and over, as they did before I was 
born. 

Coincidentally, I had bought Douglas Pres- 
ton's thriller, Tyrannosaur Canyon, to read in 
the waiting room, having just read his March 
29 The New Yorker piece, "The Day the Dino- 
saurs Died," about his visit with paleontologist 
Robert DePalma into his Hell Creek geological 
formation site in North Dakota. DePalma had 
made a number of amazing discoveries, one of 


which was that the specimens he uncovered 


8 | LAVENDER | MAY 9-22, 2019 


were upright and intact, not flattened or distort- 
ed as most specimens become over time. Their 
burial indicated a sort of flash-fossilization, co- 
inciding with the 66-million-year-old impact of 
the asteroid called Chixulub after the site of its 
impact on the Yucatán peninsula; the big bang 
that put paid to the dinosaurs and most every- 
thing else living in the Cretaceous. 

Тыз unimaginable impact and near in- 
stantaneous destruction of life created what 
is known as the KT line, the demarcation be- 
tween the dinosaurs and the rest of the ensuing 
66 million years. (К stands for “Cretaceous,” T 
"Tertiary," now “Paleogene,”) Below KT there 
be dinosaurs; above, none. 

Competing with Chixulub is the Deccan 
theory, asserting that dinosaurs faded over 
hundreds of thousands of years through 


worldwide volcanic eruptions. Perhaps so, or 


by some combination. Personally, I'm drawn 
to that long, gray KT line of compressed di- 
nosaurs: one door banged shut, opening the 
next—eventually—for humans. If DePalma is 
right, tens of millions of inner seas went dry 
in minutes, not hundreds of thousands of years 
of attrition. What a massive ebbing and flow- 
ing was checked when the lights went out. Or, 
rather, on, in a global burning, blazing hotter 
than the sun. 

I only had so much time that day to drift on 
my inland sea, and the Barwoorsh of my per- 
sonal A-positive tributaries was a reminder that 
all blooded creatures, Winston Churchill to T- 
Rex, rose from Earth’s oceans and our lives, 
while they last, continue to echo their ebb and 


flow. Ё 
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Do you eat your lunch while working or take a break? Take a break, or 
sometimes I'll skip lunch if | have to work. I've never been able to figure out 
how to work and have lunch at the same time... maybe that's a good thing. 


Is your work space tidy or a hot mess? Fluctuating between the two, depend- 
ing on the day or social pressure involved. 

What's been your favorite job? Working in my friend's dad's flower shop after 
| finished grad school and not knowing what | wanted to do with my life. | 
loved all the scents and colors, and doing something physical with my hands, 
and the people! So many interesting people with so many interesting stories! 


Who are your heroes? Lizzo for sure—she literally gets me through most 
days. My mom has led a pretty heroic life, and has helped so many people, 
me included. Nurses—nurses are some of the most heroic people | have met. 


Favorite weeknight meal: Go out, take out, or cook in? Cook in... but it's re- 
ally hard to say no to ordering pizza. 


| | Á : Most embarrassing moment: Is it embarrassing | can't think of one? l'm 
pretty goofy, so embarrassment is just part of daily living. 
v On a usual weeknight, you are doing what? Making dinner/lunch (really 


though, bae makes those things, and | stand in the kitchen talking and snack- 
ing) then watching Netflix. 


is Tarhox Bedtime: 9 p.m... never in my life have | gone to bed this early, but | don't 
By Chris Tarbox think | could function at the hospital if | didn't. 


Favorite weekend activity: Going on adventures! Being in nature, trying new 
Name: Cady (sounds like Katie) Eddy activities or restaurants, doing yard work, making up new cocktails, being 
К active, dancing, having bonfires, spending time with friends and family. 
Where did you grow up? Vermont 
What are you most proud of and why? | am most proud of my open heart and 
Where do you live? South Minneapolis. the compassion | have to share. 


Who do you live with? My bae, Sarah, and our cat Adelle and dog Kiki. Words of wisdom to share: l'm sure it's been said a million times, but it has 


What is your occupation? | am currently a student—again (I seem to be always been profound for me: "And the day came when the risk to remain 


a perpetual student). This go-around, I'm studying to be an Occupational tight in a bud was more painful than the risk it took to blossom."- Anais Nin. E М Jt 
Therapy Assistant (helping people do the things that they want and need to d 7 

do to participate in daily life) and about to finish my last placement for this Е ‚ 
degree. I’ve done field work in Ecuador and two hospitals in the Twin Cities, P 


one for mental health and my current one in organ transplants, general d 
surgery and a little in the ICU. I’m also a Pilates teacher and primarily focus 

on problem solving with clients around issues of chronic pain, pregnancy, 

postpartum, orthopedic surgery, and issues with mental health addressed 

through physical muscle manipulation, and movement repatterning. 


When did you come out? When | was 29. 


How'd that go? Scary, but ultimately enlivening. | had a lot of issues with 

shame as a kid when a gal pal's sister caught us making out. | buried a lot of 

truth about myself and tried really hard to just fit society's idea of me. Coming 3 
out was hard at first, lots of people didn't take me seriously, both within my 

community and in the queer community. Luckily, | had someweally supporti bd 
friends in both of those worlds who helped me navigate. My.mom has always * . 
been really supportive of me, but my dad has refused to speak to me for more y 
than 10 years now (my folks haven't been together since | was really little). | 

miss him a lot and know he would really like the person | am, the things | do, 

and the people | surround myself with—so it's sad that such a small aspect 

of human life has to get in the way of our relationship. | still struggle with 

society's idea of me and my reality: it's hard to have to come out over and 

over all the time, but | also get that it's a privilege that | get to choose when е P 
that happens. So, | guess it's still scary and enlivening. „аа ` ай 4 7 


When do you wake up? Right now, for work, 4:30 a.m. Ideally, it would be 
6:30-7 a.m. 


Phone alarm or old school alarm? Phone alarm. 

What's the first thing you do in the morning? Slowly drink coffee. 
Breakfast? Yes, please! А 
Coffee? Yes, please! ue 

Cream or no? Depends on the day, but usually something creamy; in the cof- 


fee. 
е Tey 


How do you spend your commute: Trying to take in as much nature and art as 
possible, which is easier when l'm taking public transportation. 


If your job were like a yearbook, what would you be voted? (Class clc ies ^" 


best dressed, most annoying, etc.) My actual senior supe "te as 
Pam Anderson" (there's that battle with society again). Fast 


jobs, I'd probably be voted most dedicated or most enthusiastic. + 


What inspires you? Nature, and every single person's T ".. we all" 
have so much to learn from each other. 
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COME EXPERIENCE WORKOUTS THAT ARE GOING TO REALLY 
CHANGE YOUR BODY! LIVE OUT LOUD BOOTCAMP IS DESIGNED FOR 
ALL LEVELS OF FITNESS. WHETHER YOU ARE IN GREAT SHAPE OR HAVE 
NOT WORKED OUT IN YEARS, THE PROGRAM ACCOMMODATES ALL! 


Jean Gustafson 
Attorney at Law 


* Family Law 

* Child Protection 
* Employment Law 
* Elder Law 

* Estate Law 


Gustafson Law Office Q QUOR 
(218) 454-2039 Ë 
www.guslaw.net 

Licensed: MN, SD, UT 


LAVENDER LINK 


SIGN UP FOR LAVENDER'S 
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER! 


nglcc s 


National LGBT 


SIMPLY VISIT THIS LINK 
LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM/LAVENDERLINK 


ENTER YOUR EMAIL 
ADDRESS ALONG WITH 
YOUR NAME. 


CONFIRM YOUR SUBSCRIPTION. 
CHECK YOUR EMAIL FORA 
«e CONFIRMATION EMAIL AND LINK. — 


LAVENDER LINK IS A WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 
WITH LINKS TO EXCLUSIVE STORIES ON 
LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM, CONTESTS, 
LAVENDER EVENTS, AND MUCH MORE! 


LAVENDER LINK 


Chamber of Commerce 


| Julie Childs 


MSW, LICSW, LADC 


Psychotherapist Senior Real Estate Specialist 


MN Choice Homes Team 
Specializing in depression, anxiety, — Р 

е а ~ | 
family of origin, abuse, trauma, IX E/t | | AA A; 


612-805-8880 


Call for your FREE Home Evaluation! 
www.scottbelcher.com 


Individual and Couples Therapy. 


coming out issues, life transitions, 


addictions, clinical supervision. 


Experienced. Nonjudgmental, 
collaborative, respectful and caring approach. 
Office: (651) 783-5656 
2353 Rice Street, Suite 214, Roseville, MN 55113 
jchildstherapy@gmail.com 


COLDWCLL 
BANKCRG 


BURNET aa 


OUTLOUD ) 


PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS 


Outloud Promotions is a full service 
branded merchandise agency creating 
high impact promotional products. 


"The Professional Service 
and Results you Deserve" 


M 


Mariuntorin 
Fun Experience, Serious 


LGBT Certified Business 


outloudpromos.com 
shout@outloudpromos.com 
952-456-8372 


= 


WO 
Resuts. 


Marilyn Farinella, GRI 
612.644.0451 


mfarinella @ cbburnet.com 
www.MarilynFarinella.cor 


763.535.4788 


Pamela M Petersen davina@davinabaldwin.com 

Pamela Petersen Agency 

(651) 439-8442 6262 Boone Ave. N. Davina M. Baldwin 
(651) 336-4615 


Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 
AUTO | HOME | LIFE | HEALTH | BUSINESS 


EIRESULTS “: 
М№оРіасе1 кеНоте,аї 
Ату Ruzick, RE/MAX Results 
651-492-1044 


Kay T. Johnson, RSS 
612-802-8261 


noplacelikehome@results.net 
facebook.com/noplacelikehome.info 
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SCENE 


BLOOD KNOT 

Through June 16 

Pillsbury House Theatre, 3501 Chicago Ave. S. 
Minneapolis 

(612) 825-0459 
www.pillsburyhousetheatre.org 


Athol Fugard’s two-character play Blood 
Knot broke ground when it premiered 
in Johannesburg in 1961. It portrays two 
brothers brought up by the same mother. 
One can be perceived as white. The other 
cannot. In the era of Apartheid, when whites 
and non-whites were racially segregated in 
South Africa, the oppression was severe. 
Opportunity was squelched. Unfair arrest 
was standard. Abuse was institutionalized 
against nonwhites. The darker one's skin, the 
more stigmatized one was. 

Blood Knot is also one of those special 
dream plays that theater artists have on their 
bucket list to interpret for a live audience at 
some point in their careers because the char- 
acters are so indelible. At Pillsbury House 
Theatre two of the Twin Cities’ top tier actors 
James Williams and Stephen Yoakam play the 
roles. Stephen DiMenna directs with creative 
consultation by Marion McClinton. 

PHT Co-Artistic Director Faye Price points 
out that “for over a decade, Marion McClinton, 
James Williams, and Stephen Yoakam have 
dreamed of working on Blood Knot together. 
This season, Pillsbury House Theatre is hon- 
ored to lay the stage for that dream to become 
reality.” 

Yoakam gives an impression of his role: 
“Morris has returned to his brother after try- 
ing to “live in the world”. He returns weighted, 
wiser, damaged but not defeated. He know he 
has to try to find home — home with Zachariah, 
home with himself, some place where dreams 
are still possible in the night.” 


CAUGHT 
Through June 2 
Guthrie Theater Dowling Studio, 818 S. 2nd St. 
Minneapolis 
(612) 377-2224 
www.guthrietheater.org 

Christopher Chen is one of the most in- 
teresting playwrights in action today. He is 
a man of our time as he teases out what is, 
what isn't, what may or may not be reality. He 
has taken on the propaganda machine of Mao 
Zedong and has explored the loaded issue 
of diversity in democratic politics. He now 
turns his lens on the art and theater world 
in Caught. Chen has us consider the way we 
use categories and categorization in our ref- 
erence to art and even into the examination 
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ARTS & CULTURE | SPOTLIGHT | BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


VW, en ana NUNT TUA TH IY DATA YU. ON 


Dear Evan Hansen. Photo by Matthew Murphy 


of those post-show discussions so frequent in 
our system of publicly funded art. 

Rick Shiomi directs the Full Circle The- 
ater group for the Level 9 series based at 
the Guthrie Theater's most intimate space, 
the Dowling Studio. He describes: “Caught 
is like an onion of truth with layers of reali- 
ty wrapped around the core American expe- 
rience. It begins with Lin Bo (Brian Kim), 
a Chinese dissident artist and his powerful 
story of being imprisoned for a single imag- 
inary work of art. But then this dark com- 
edy takes you on aroller coaster ride where 
everything we believe in the play comes 
into question. From the first time I read the 
script I laughed aloud and admired Chris- 
topher Chen's theatrical sleight of hand, as 
he cleverly hits us upside the head, to re- 
mind us to think before we believe." 


DEAR EVAN HANSEN 
May 28-June 9 
Orpheum Theatre, 910 Hennepin Ave. 
Minneapolis 
(800) 982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 

A social anxiety disorder, a broken arm, and 
a fantasy friendship that a teenager fabricates 
to connect with the family of a boy who passed 
away are central to the winner of six 2017 Tony 
Awards including Best Musical. A fabricated 
email account and a phony suicide note drive 


Love And Other Social Diseases. Photo by Dani Werner 


young Evan deeper into a web of lies he has 
created. Song and lyrics team of Benj Pasek 
and Justin Paul of La La Land film fame and a 
timely sense of today's teenage angst has made 
this a big hit and one of the most acclaimed ex- 
amples of a particular trend in contemporary 
play-making. That trend has to do with themes 
of teenage alienation. Not to mention, Dear 
Evan Hansen hones into the issues of social 
media, which frankly affect everyone, no mat- 
ter what their age. 


Continued on page 14 


VERDI'S 


MAY 4-19 


The timeless favorite 
that inspired the films 
Moulin Rouge and 
Pretty Woman. 


AMERICA’S LARGEST MN 
ОРЕСЌА 
PRIDE EDITION DA sa эк 


LAVENDER NIGHT AT THE OPERA! 


A 0 
Call 612-436-4660 to speak with a Sales Executive $ 5 О Т | C KET ун VAVENDERSO 


and reserve your ad space today. VALID FOR UP TO 4 TICKETS REGULARLY PRICED $50-$130 ON MAY 18. 


Wedding Showcase 


Living in the Moment 
We loved the feeling of freedom. Being 
ourselves in an atmosphere that gives space 
for conversation. The environment reflected 
how we see our life together... 
cozy and romantic. 35 


Alison Morley Henjum & 
Maggie Morley Henjum 
New Year's Eve | Dec 31, 2016 


For special event booking or 
to be feaured in our Wedding 
Showcase, please contact: 
Talon@WAFrost.com 
or call 651.224.0525 
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SPOTLIGHT BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


LOVE AND OTHER SOCIAL 
DISEASES 

Brave New Workshop's 300th Comedy Revue 
Through June 1 

Brave New Workshop, 824 Hennepin Ave. 
Minneapolis 

(612) 332-6620 

bravenewworkshop.com 

Mannerly protocols and traditions around 
sex and romance tumbled into confusion and 
derision a good half century ago. Some at- 
tribute it to the legalization of contraception. 
Some to the birth control pill. Some to Hugh 
Hefner. 

In the 1990s, the internet hookup culture 
replaced the many-a single bar and many-a gay 
cruising area. The rosy theory that accompa- 
nied this was that you no longer had to navigate 
actual personalities encased in flesh and blood 
at the bar or the park bench. Awkwardness 
and messy interactions were to become, if not 
things of the past, at least more comfortable 
and less time-consuming. However, one won- 
ders if people had a better handle on just who 
they were dealing with before the digital age. 

The region’s premiere comedy theater is 
presenting their 300th comedy revue but you 
can’t help but sense that this collaboration is 
as fresh now as what you would have seen 61 
years ago when it was founded. However, we 
can be sure that whatever was spoofed on the 
subject of sex would have certainly been very 
different from today. That was seven years be- 
fore the Supreme Court’s Griswold v. Connecti- 
cut decision in 1965 which lifted prohibitions on 
access to contraception. And nine years before 
the Sexual Offences Act 1967 in which the Brit- 
ish Parliament decriminalized homosexuality. 

These were not so long ago. Yet in the 21st 
century, the ramifications have fleshed out in 
ways that can make us wonder if the Sexual 
Revolution was a benefit to humanity or not. 
We now seem to be as afraid of sex as we like 
to think those corny nuclear families with their 
white picket fences were in the 1950s. The 
genius of the BNW company collaboration 
of Love and Other Social Diseases directed by 
Caleb McEwen is how it exposes the outcomes 
of the sexual freedom era with a light and airy 
touch: illuminating and sometimes disturbing 
the audience, while entertaining. Whether this 
was its intention or not is anyone’s guess. How- 
ever, the current era of zero tolerance and dra- 
conian affirmative consent makes one wonder: 
have social media and STDs made us self-con- 
scious about sex to the point of erotophobia? 
And what does this bode for the future? 

All that nervously said, you can’t help but 


TINKER TO EVERS 
TO CHANCE 


Tinker To Evers To Chance. Image by Artslnk 


laugh out loud with recognition at this cocky 
grouping of vignettes. There's digital flashing 
which means close ups of the male organ sent 
out with the false impression that a woman 
will appreciate that. Wet dreams about co- 
workers you (think you) are not attracted to. 
'Tom Reed's hilarious use of a tongue condom 
illustrates the subliminal anxiety around sexu- 
ally transmitted diseases—a concern that the 
production brings home with ironically gleeful 
abandon at points. And even absurd recollec- 
tions of the details of one's very own birth! 

LAOSD is painfully accurate in its percep- 
tions with uncanny characterizations that might 
make you wince with recognition of those from 
your own or your friends' experience. Denzel 
Belin is stunning as a narcissistic social media 
cruiser and Heather Mayer is heartrendingly 
funny as a lonely and frustrated woman con- 
tinually thwarted by a gnostic deity played by 
an al-knowing Lauren Anderson. She acts as 
much like a computer programmer as a god- 
dess in keeping the mere mortal her from 
finding her soulmate. A passive-aggressive 
couple played by Reed and Anderson can't help 
but make one another look bad in the eyes of 
others, rather than simply moving on. Yes, we 
laugh at their sarcastic darts at each other, but 
it's impossible not to think how they're fueling 
their own long-term bitterness. 

Belin and Ryan Nelson, however, do find 
gay romance in a charmingly sweet scene 
where they break down socioeconomic bar- 
riers and hook up. Nelson and Anderson find 
hetero romance in the workplace and their way 


of finishing each other's sentences is endear- 
ingly delightful. Nelson also delights as Bert 
the Chimney Sweep in a “Marriage Poppins” 
vignette where one of the jokes is that he can't 
decide whether the character is Cockney or 
Aussie. Jon Pumper's music direction vibrant- 
ly observes the spirit and rhythm of classic 
Broadway style and Matthew Vichlach's tech- 
nical direction is sharp as usual. 


TINKER TO EVERS TO CHANCE 
Through May 26 

Artistry Black Box Theater 

1800 W. Old Shakopee Rd., Shakopee 

(952) 563-8575 

WWW.artistrymn.org 

Тыз Chicago Cubs play is about a double 
play against the New York Giants by shortstop 
Joe Tinker, second baseman Johnny Evers, 
and first baseman Frank Chance. They were 
the subject of the poem Baseball's Sad Lexicon 
by Franklin Pierce Adams and now of a play by 
Mat Smart on stage at Artistry. 

Director Brian Balcolm says, "This is a play 
about risk and loss. In particular, how we pro- 
cess the sudden and unexplainable loss that 
takes our breath away and leaves us speech- 
less. It could be the loss of love or of family 
or the person we once were. Not only do we 
process and reconcile these losses in different 
ways, we also need to find reasons to persevere 
and move on. Do we forget the past or carry it 
with us?" 

He continues, *Mat has intertwined these 
themes with his undying love for sports, and set 
the play against the 2003 Cubs v. Marlins Game 
6, Le. the Steve Bartman Game. For us Min- 
nesotans, maybe you remember those missed 
field goals by Gary Anderson and Blair Walsh. 
Some of us are still recovering from those un- 
fathomable events. But on the other side are 
the Minneapolis Miracle and Kirby Puckett's 
home run in 1993 against the Braves." 

Balcom sums up, "It's always tricky to bal- 
ance how much you invest into something or 
someone. The more you put in, the more you 
risk. Do you detach and protect yourself or 
go all-in knowing your heart will be destroyed 
every now and then? And when that happens, 
how do you pick up the pieces and try again? 
With every end, we hopefully find a way to 
move forward. We start every new relationship 
with the hope that it will be better than the last. 
We tune in on opening day wishing we'll be bet- 
ter this year. We keep showing up because it's 
worth it." E 
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SIGNATURE VENUE COLLECTION 


ENDLESS CATERING 
POSSIBILITES 


OVER 25 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE 


FROM 10-25,000 OF YOUR 
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CORPORATE EVENTS, 
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HCIP* Minneapolis 
etus 612.870.9300 

M-F: 9-9 . Sat: 9-8 . Sun: 11-6 
electricfetus.com 


HAPPY 
GNOME 


Your local record store since 1968 


Roya Moltaji cr» chFc°, casi™, cap 
Senior Financial Planner, 
Financial Services Representative 


2013 Quorum Business AA 

Leader of the Year OS 

100 S 5th St, Suite 2300, [ ` 

Minneapolis MN 55402 W 
rmoltaji@financialguide.com DREAM:VISION-PLAN Relational Financial Plannin; 
Call Roya today at 

952-769-2126 
WWW.ROYAMOLTAJI.COM 


Securities and investment advisory services offered through qualified registered representatives of MML Investors Services, 
LLC. Member SIPC. Roya, LLC is not a subsidiary or affiliate of MML Investors Services, LLC, or its affiliated companies 


CRN202010-238440 


612-333-6669 www.mnopera.org 


Saturday, May 18th ° 7:30 PM 
Minnesota Opera 
345 Washington St., St. Paul 


| | | ONT эа 
65 ы п мочи: Nights Q I 


wildecafe.com - fb.com/wildecafe - - 
Ask for the Lavender Night at the Theatre Special - 
$50 opera ticket and exclusive intermission lounge 
Use Promo Code: lavender50 
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ARTS & CULTURE | BY HOLLY PETERSON 


Kickstart My Art 


Art-A-Whirl is just around the corner! Finally! For the uniniti- 
ated, Art-A-Whirl is one of the largest studio crawls in the United 
States. Organized and run by the Northeast Minneapolis Arts Asso- 
ciation (NEMAA), Art-A-Whirl features more than 800 local artists 
in 60 plus locations—from breweries and galleries to small business 
and even homes. You’ll find musicians, painters, sculptors, photogra- 
phers, wood-workers, performance artists and more as you adventure 
through Northeast, questing for the coolest art and artists that Min- 
neapolis has to offer. 

Because Art-A-Whirl is so big, it can seem intimidating, but there is 
no wrong way to experience Art-A-Whirl. You can try your darndest to 
hit every gallery (I don’t think it’s possible, but tell me how close you get 
if you try) or find a brewery and watch music all weekend. This year I 
want to be what interim executive director Anna Becker calls a “hidden 
gem whirler” and explore everything off the beaten path. 

Some of Anna’s top suggestions include Larissa Loden, who has an 
interactive gemstone-themed installation and the stop-action anima- 
tion creation stations hosted by the Minneapolis Telecommunications 
Network. Historically the most popular demonstrations include glass 
blowing at Foci, bronze pouring at Blue Ribbon Bronze, and weaving 
at Q.arma. 

We also have a few GLBT artists for Lavender readers to check out. 
This barely scratches the surface, but these artists are a great start. 


ALISON BERGBLOM JOH NSON Art by Andre Salvadore 


Alison is a collage artist. She says, “I explore the women that live in 
our cultural imagination using realism to explore the real women who 
take up space in the world.” Both her bisexuality and bipolar influence 
her work. You can find her at the A-Mill Artists Lofts on the sixth floor. 


ANDRE SALVADORE 


Andre is an Art-A-Whirl veteran whose ever-changing artistic style 
continues to be influenced by the cinema. Andre came out when he was 
15, inspired by Stonewall. “Being gay forced me to think outside the box 
in every aspect of my life, and that included being an artist.” You can find 
him in Studio 392 in the Northrup King Building. 


MICHAEL LANHAM 

This is Michael’s first year at Art-A-Whirl, which is “both exciting 
and scary”. His art is mixed media and heavily influenced by nature: “a 
beautiful sunset, the moon, the universe, rivers, and fields”. His art is 
highly textured and strong enough to withstand touching! Head on over 
to the Grain Belt Bottling House and touch some art! Michael is donat- 
ing a portion of his sales to The Aliveness Project and Autism Society of 
Minnesota. 


ROCK JOHNSEN 


Rock is looking forward to Art-A-Whirl because it epitomizes the 
welcoming spirit of the Minneapolis art community. In his experience z 
“as a gay person of color, Minneapolis has always been welcoming and Art by Nelson Cain 
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inclusive in the art community.” Rock creates 
what he calls “functional creatures”. He mimics 
geological processes with heat and chemistry 
to grow crystals on his art. You can find him at 
Studio a3 in the Northrup King Building. 


NELSON CAIN 


Nelson is a Stillwater native and self-taught 
artist. He has painted since high school, but 
only began showing his work in the last four 
years. “I rediscovered painting after I went to 
Hazelden in 2008 and got sober. Art has been 
my therapy.” You can find him at the Solar Arts 
Building with Chowgirls. 


SUE MOONEY 


After a long career in social service, Sue 
moved into a camper van and trailer with her 
yorkies and traveled to art shows across the 
country. She primarily mixes digital and acryl- 
ic mediums, using bright, beautiful colors that 
she describes as “good for the soul". You can 
find her in the Solar Arts Building. 

Go to Art-A-Whirl. Enjoy the local art scene, 
the sunshine, and maybe buy a piece of art or 
twelve. 

Time varies a bit depending on venue, but 
official Art-A-Whirl hours are: 


Art by Alison Bergblom Johnson 


Friday, May 17 — 5-10 p.m. 

Saturday, May 18 – Noon-8 p.m. 

Sunday, May 19 - Noon-5 p.m. 

Bonus: There are free Metro Transit passes 
and a secure bike hub at Quincy & 14th. Check 


Art by Michael Lanham u 


out the NEMAA website for more details 
(nemaa.org) and sign up to become a Com- 
munity Friend level member of NEMAA while 
you're there! Special offers and invites to all 
kinds of NEMAA events await! I 
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SIYLE 


National Association of Gay and Lesbian 
Real Estate Professionals (NAGLREP) helps 
people find homes while representing and 
celebrating the GLBT community. 


When you're in the market for a new home, it seems like everywhere you 
turn there's a new real estate agent jumping out at you ready to show the latest 
on the market. With so many options, it can be tricky to find a real estate agent 
that's right for you. That's where the National Association of Gay and Lesbian 


Real Estate Professionals (NAGLREP) comes in. NAGLREP is a real estate or- 


ganization comprised of agents in the GLBT community. So while you're house 
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TWIN CI 


National Asso 


REAL ESTA! 


hunting, you can relax and know you're in the company of your own community. 

Bryan Sletten is a licensed NAGLREP agent with RE/MAX, LLC, and as a 
member of this organization, Sletten says his favorite thing about the industry 
is working with others. 

"[ like the collaboration with other industry professionals who are always 
out in the front lines voicing the importance of LGBTQ+ advocacy for under the 
Fair Housing Laws. We host meet-ups and seminars for first time home buyers. 
We post all our events on our Facebook page and Instagram to keep everyone 
informed when things are," Sletten says. 

As an industry professional, Sletten says he has several tips to keep in mind 
when buying a home. In the first step of making his home buying and selling 
checklist, he says he doesn't make a checklist at all. 

"My buying and selling checklists aren't a checklist at all anymore—it's a 
customized plan of helping people get from point A to point B. Also, since no 
two paths are alike, it’s all customized. We like to meet people where they're 
at on their journey and partner with them to where they want to go," he says. 

As a member of NAGLREP Sletten says it is important to have this kind of 
organization because of several states' lack of Fair Housing policy. 

"In Minnesota, we are lucky that sexual orientation is a protected class for 
Fair Housing. That is not the case in many states. In fact, as of last count, only 21 


i NAGLREP is a real estate organization comprised 
5 of agents in the GLBT community, with a chapter 
representing Minnesota. 

Photo courtesy of Ryan Weyandt 
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states and the District of Columbia prohibit discrim- 
ination based on both sexual orientation and gender 
identity,” Sletten says. “We need a unified voice to 
promote an extension of the Fair Housing Laws.” 

Like Sletten, Ashley Haataja is a proud member 
of NAGLREP because of the opportunities to get in- 
volved and be in front of the GLBT community. As 
an employee of Liberty Title, Inc., Haataja says her 
workplace plays a vital role in mixing her job and 
her community. 

“Last year, Liberty Title participated in the Pride 
event which was a first for us, and the amount of 
people you get in front of—along with the experi- 
ence—was more than worth our time and effort, 
and we look forward to being there again this year,” 
she says. 

Haataja says everyone in NAGLREP is very 
easy to get along with and always make her feel 
safe, comfortable and welcome. 

“The group of professionals involved with NAGL- 
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REP are very kind, welcoming, and intelligent and are happy to help in any way 
they can,” she says. “I believe this association will keep booming, and I am happy 
to get to be a part of it!” 

NAGLREP member Tyler Mulcahey says the main benefit of being with 
the organization is the opportunity to build a network between the GLBT com- 
munity and their allies. He says NAGLREP is making progress by teaming up 
with larger national GLBT real estate organizations. 

“NAGLREP is working with the largest LGBT nonprofit groups and the Na- 
tional Association of REALTORS to eradicate housing discrimination based on 
sexual orientation and gender identity. While the National Association of REAL- 
TORS Code of Ethics forbids members from discriminating based on sexual 
orientation and gender identity, federal law does not include full LGBT protec- 
tions,” Mulcahey says. 

The vibrant GLBT community and allied real estate professionals continu- 
ously engage in learning and networking opportunities to develop and enhance 
their business relationships, while helping the real estate industry further its 
connections to the GLBT community, he adds. 

A piece of advice Mulcahey has for people looking to sell or buy a 
home is to always speak with your lender—even when just considering 
your options. 

“It's never too early to speak with a lender. In fact, it should be the very 
first thing you do when you believe you're ready to buy a home. Working with 
a knowledgeable, seasoned, and local loan officer is incredibly important in to- 
day’s market and who you work with can truly make or a break the transaction,” 
he says. 

As a loan originator with Cardinal Financial Company, Mulcahey says NA- 
GLREP is important because it fights for the rights of the GLBT community 
that are often denied in many states’ housing policies. 

For more information about NAGLREP visit naglrep.com. For more infor- 
mation on the Minnesota chapter of NAGLREP, contact Ryan Weyandt at ryan. 
weyandt@usbank.com. li 
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A TOUR THAT 


KEEPS ON 
GIVING 


BY KASSIDY TARALA 


BATC-Housing First Minnesota’s Artisan 
Home Tour takes you from a Mediterra- 
nean bungalow to a lakeside cottage. 


he sixth annual Artisan Home Tour, hosted by BATC-Housing First Min- 
nesota, is giving all architecture fanatics and interior design aficionados the 
chance to step inside more than 30 homes designed and constructed by the 
region’s most exceptional builders and remodelers. BATC-Housing First Min- 
nesota is a nonprofit organization composed of BATC-Housing First Minnesota 
members of supporters who contribute their time, materials, and expertise to 
help provide safe, durable, affordable housing for all of Minnesota’s homeless, 
veterans, and others in need. The artisans featured on this tour have created 
incredible residences that blend artistic vision with unmatched craftsmanship 
in homes located around the Twin Cities metro. 

“From a modern Mediterranean-style home to a new take on the cozy lake 
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The sixth annual Artisan Home Tour is being hosted by BATC-Housing First 
Minnesota. Image courtesy of Artisan Home Tour 


21 new homes will be featured in this year's Artisan Home Tour. 
Image courtesy of Artisan Home Tour 


cottage to a boutique artisan condo, each home on the Artisan Home Tour has 
been designed and constructed with the highest level of architectural integ- 
rity, top-quality craftsmanship and exceptionally high finish level,” says BATC- 
Housing First Minnesota’s Communications Manager Katie Elfstrom. “These 
million-dollar-plus residences from the region’s most exclusive homebuilders 
and remodelers also feature today’s most popular designs and materials, and 
are the homes where you really can imagine the life you'll love to live.” 

Among the artisans featured in this year’s Artisan Home Tour are Bruce 
Lenzen Design Build, LLC, City Homes, LLC, Custom One Homes, Hendel 
Homes, Lecy Bros. Homes & Remodeling, Michael Paul Design + Build, Water 
Street Homes, and several others. 
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Artisans featured in this year's tour include Bruce Lenzen Design Build, LLC, City 
Homes, LLC, Custom One Homes, and Hendel Homes. 
Image courtesy of Artisan Home Tour 


This year's Artisan Home Tour will begin showing its exquisite homes June 
7-9. BATC-Housing First Minnesota is making sure its sixth annual Artisan Home 
Tour will be the best with 21 new homes open Fridays through Sundays June 7 
through 23 from noon to 6 p.m. Additionally, the tour will feature 11 newly remod- 
eled artisan homes during the final weekend of the tour, June 21-23 from noon 
to 6 p.m. 

To purchase tickets for the Artisan Home Tour, you can visit artisanhome- 
tour.org, pick up a guidebook at Bachman’s stores around the Twin Cities, or 
download the Parade Craze app and search for the 2019 Artisan Home Tour. 

Tickets for BATC-Housing First Minnesota’s Artisan Home Tour vary from 
$20 when purchased with a coupon from Holiday Station stores or from Bach- 
man’s locations beginning May 20, $25 when purchased online at artisanhome- 
tour.org, and $30 when purchased at any artisan home during the tour. A portion 
of all ticket sales goes to BATC-Housing First Minnesota, so the gift of artisan 
homes truly keeps on giving to the community. 

Other sponsors for this year’s Artisan Home Tour include Fireside Heat & 
Glo, Granite-Tops, In-Focus Systems, Twin Cities Closet Company, among others. 
For more information about BATC-Housing First Minnesota, visit www.batc.org/ 
page/Advoc_HousingFirst/Housing-First.htm. For more information about the 
Artisan Home Tour or to purchase tickets, visit artisanhometour.org or pick up a 
guidebook from a participating location. li 
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DALE GREEN COMPANY 


* Pulverized & Screened Soils * Residential & Commercial 
* Black Dirt & Peat * Over 70 years In The Business 
* Custom Mixtures * Delivery or Pick-up In Our Pit 


www.dalegreencompany.com 
*Quality Soils Since The 1930's 
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Bungalows, Colonial, 
Craftsman, Mid-Century, 
Ramblers, Modern 


LUMBER & MILLWORK 
and more. 


The sixth annual Artisan Home Tour runs June 7-23. 


Image courtesy of Artisan Home Tour 612-781-3333 • 2536 Marshall Street NE, Minneapolis Monday-Friday: 8am-6pm, Saturday: 8am-4pm 
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BY KASSIDY TARALA 


Hennepin Made offers the finest blown glass lighting in 
the county, and possibly even the world. 


In 2011, Jackson Schwartz and Joe Limpert 
opened Hennepin Made's first studio in Northeast 
Minneapolis on Hennepin Avenue (of course), 
where they hosted private events and monthly sales 
of drinkware and other accessories. But it didn’t 
take long for the little shop to expand into some- 
thing that would change the future of Hennepin 
County homes forever. 

After partnering with Room & Board, Hennepin 
Made began focusing on modern handmade blown 
glass lighting, which is now held in inventory that is 
for sale at installations and showings at their event 
lab, Parallel Lab, as well as online. Folks who are 
interested in purchasing a light from a collection 
that is not available for purchase at the studio or 
online can email to inquire about a specific order. 
If you're more interested in browsing the vast of- 
ferings of Hennepin Made, you can also stop their 
unique venue. 

^We have multi-pendant canopies, which we can 
design to be tailored to any space. These allow for 
us to get more creative and sculptural with our prod- 
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ucts. The cafe utilizes several different installations 
as examples of what is possible," said Schwartz. 

Hennepin Made isn't just for the everyday con- 
sumer looking to spruce up their home or apart- 
ment, though. The unique blown glass company 
also has a trade program for industry professionals, 
from architects to interior designers. 

“Our trade program is set up for industry profes- 
sionals focused on the design/build, architecture, 
and interior design community. We offer exclusive 
pricing, offerings, and design services focused on 
our trade partners needs,” Schwartz says. 

For residential projects, Schwartz says the 
GLBT community accounts for a large portion of 
their clientele. He says there is a certain expecta- 
tion for interior design that the community needs to 
be met, and Hennepin Made is happy to do the job. 

“We have found there is definitely a sophisti- 
cated awareness of both design and the handmade 
amongst the community. We have felt strong sup- 
port since we launched in 2011,” he says. 

Hennepin Made has a variety of products, color 


lennepin Made sells modern 
handmade blown glass lighting 
for all tastes. Photo courtesy of 
Hennepin Made 
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The Foliole Collection has simple leaf-shaped lights to 
add a bit of texture to a space. Photo by Hennepin Made 


options, sizes, and shapes of lighting. The Celeste 
Collection is inspired by ethereal light and offers an 
elegant soft light to any interior. The Foliole Collec- 
tion has simple leaf-shaped lights to add a bit of tex- 
ture to a space without drawing too much attention 
away from other features of the room. The Halo 
Collection is an authentic representation of the art 
of blown glass. With its smooth curves and dome 
shape, this collection is perfect for any art lover. 
Lastly, the Parallel Collection offers a combination 
of hand-spun aluminum and blown glass, creating 
a raw, natural element to bring into your home. 
Outside of the collections, Hennepin Made also 
sells multi-pendant canopies, perfect for a kitchen 
or larger space. 

For more information, to shop Hennepin 
Made's products or to view their install gallery, visit 
www.hennepinmade.com. li 


Hennepin Made 
144 Glenwood Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 
612-345-5445 
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QUALITY CUT 


DESIGN | REMODEL 


Let’s start 
“Sowing it Back Together!” 
Even converting a small portion of your 
landscape can help save pollinators and 
other wildlife. With everyone doing their 
part, we CAN make a difference! 


Visit our retail stores or 
website to discover how 
you can help. 


763-631-9458 www.prairieresto.com 


J T í | 
w 
While other roofers may come and go, Garlock-French 


endures. We have been providing skilled roofing solutions 


with friendly, reliable service for over 87 years 
(that's 609 dog-years). And, we guarantee our work. 


We've been up on roofs longer, and it shows. 
Roofing, Chimneys, Sheet Metal and more 


Call us at 
612-722-7129 
2301 East 25th St., Mpls. 


Garlock-French.com 
MN License #BC001423 


ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


SODERLIN 


Boilers * Furnace * A/C 
Water Heaters ° Toilet * Faucets 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area. 
Emergency Service Available. 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured. LICENSE #58002PM & 3272MB 
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OUR LIVES 


LEATHER LIFE | BY STEVE LENIUS 


Old Paths, New Intersections 


A leather history presentation on April 9, 
2019, at Twin Cities Leather and Latte attracted 
a large and enthusiastic audience. Built around 
a theme of “Old Paths, New Intersections”, the 
evening was an open interview in which emcee 
Kurt Patton, Mr. Twin Cities Leather 2019, 
directed a series of leather history questions 
to longtime community members PJ Knight, 
Valkyrie, and your humble columnist. 

The event was sponsored by Patton and by 
The Service Academy, a monthly gathering 
(“munch”) for service submissives. The Ser- 
vice Academy hosts discussions and provides 
education in service skills such as bootblack- 
ing, leather care, and foot and shoulder mas- 
sage. 

Proceeds from the evening went to the 
Carter Johnson Library and Collection, a non- 
profit library that includes thousands of books, 
magazines, posters, newspapers, ephemera, 
and memorabilia pertaining to leather, BDSM, 
fetish, and other alternative sexualities. Locat- 
ed in Newbergh, Indiana, the Carter Johnson 
Library and Collection had its official grand 
opening April 26-28. 

To get the interview started, Patton first 
asked the panel members what they were most 
proud of being associated with or involved in 
during their time in the leather/BDSM/fetish 
community. 

Knight's answer: “It’s on my back"—refer- 
ring to the Knights of Leather patch on the 
back of her leather vest. In 1985, Knight was 
the Knight of Leather’s first official pledge, and 
she has been involved with the club ever since. 

Valkyrie also is a member of the Knights of 
Leather, but she said her proudest moment was 
being made an honorary member of the Atons 
of Minneapolis. For her, being the club’s first 
female honorary full member is “a privilege 
and an honor that I just still to this day can’t 
believe was bestowed on me.” 

My answer to this question was that I have 
two proudest moments: first being made an 
honorary member of the Knights of Leather, 
and then being made an honorary full member 
of the Atons. 

Patton’s next question to the three pan- 
elists: What, during your time in the com- 
munity, do you wish could have changed, or 
changed faster? Valkyrie and Knight both 
welcomed the increased presence of women 
in the community but wished it could have 


Left to right: Kurt Patton, Valkyrie, PJ Knight, and your humble columnist at Twin Cities Leather & Latte during the 


recent Leather History Night presentation. Photo by Andrew Bertke 


happened sooner. I said that I was grateful 
that the community finally had its own com- 
munity space, in the form of Twin Cities 
Leather and Latte, but I wish we could have 
had such a community space years ago. I 
noted that I was grateful to the many people 
who had tried, over the years, to create such 
a community space. Several audience mem- 
bers expressed their views that such commu- 
nity spaces need to be appreciated, used, and 
supported in order to keep them around. 

As a preamble to the next question, Pat- 
ton talked about how much he enjoyed sitting 
around a campfire at a leather run “talking 
about how we got here” and hearing people 
share their leather stories. He mentioned the 
importance of these kinds of stories and how 
such stories often go unrecorded and are lost. 

“So,” Patton said to the panel, “What’s 
your campfire story?” The funny and touch- 
ing stories that were shared by both panel- 
ists and audience members included tales of 
heroic attempts to free a submissive from a 
set of jammed handcuffs; witnessing a human 
Newton’s Cradle involving ten men, five bowl- 
ing balls and a lot of rope; making a splash as 
a new community member wearing “the most 


righteous pair of boots you've ever seen"; a mi- 
nor mixup during an electrical-play scene; and 
several community members showing kind- 
ness, generosity and support for someone dur- 
ing an out-of-town trip for a funeral. 

As the evening progressed, several panel- 
ists and audience members shared stories 
of how they got involved with the leather/ 
BDSM/fetish community, and panel members 
gave advice for people wanting to get involved 
in the community. Here is a greatly simplified 
summary: show up, ask questions, be open to 
new experiences, but also learn to say no when 
it's appropriate. 

Other topics discussed during the evening 
included leather exclusivity vs. leather inclu- 
sivity (for example, the difficulty some women 
said they experience when trying to buy a 
drink at a leather bar). There also was an excel- 
lent discussion on the dangers of assumptions 
and the benefits of communication concerning 
consent, boundaries, and community norms. 

If, after reading this, you wish you could 
have been there to experience the discussion, 
take heart—because this Leather History 
Night was received so well, future Leather His- 
tory Nights are being planned. E 
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STEEL ROOFING & SIDING 
GREEN-DURABLE 


Cm QUARVECOM (763) 785-1472 SINCE 1983 
Pee экю 

er 
Electric - Heating and Cooling Ao 
Home Entertainment - Security METAL ROOFING & SIDING Quare 


QUARVE CONTRACTING, INC. MN LIC: ВС00616 
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AIR OVVE & HEATING 


952-854-3800 l SINGE | 
1957 


Oil-Fired Water Heater Tune-Up 
$20 OFF ЫШ Т" Owens companies 


Call Today at 952-854-3800 


or visit us on the web at: www.owenscompanies.com 


—— AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING 
| 
SINCE 


Ed Facebook 1957 
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The Stories You Tell 


THE Kristen Lepionka 
Minotaur 
$26.99 


y ғ; Don't think, “ГЇЇ read a few pages before I go to sleep." It 
Y! (9 W won't work. Keeping pace, Lepionka’s third Roxane Weary 
novel will keep you wide-eyed and transfixed. Weary re- 
"F E L É ceives a late-night phone call from her harum-scarum 
brother Andrew, and things go wrong from there. He’d been 
visited by Addison, an hysterical, drunk, bloodied DJ whom 
KRISTEN LEPIONKA he knows from work. She asks to use his phone then dashes 
out. The police, sent by her father after her call, ask why 
there’s blood in his apartment, where’s the woman? That 
evening, a cop is found dead, and is connected to Addison’s 
dance club. Would Roxane help? Well, what’s a sister for? 
Roxane’s other family members are on stage, and a fraught 
time is had by all. 
Miranda in Milan 
Katherine Duckett 


MINNESOTA E T 
ARMY Y | К | Eu 
NATIONAL ай) / urther tempests await Shakespeare’s Miranda when, 
GU ARD 9 - J traveling back from her island to Naples and her intend- 
— s ed, Ferdinand, she remains father Prospero’s prisoner, 
* Ë = D GNE rer masked, sequestered behind locked doors in his spectral 


castle. “When Miranda came to Milan, she found she was 
a monster" Duckett begins, luring the reader into her 


Шс: А 
Joining the MN Army National Guard spell. Shipwrecked, Miranda had lived a dozen enchanted 


a 
allowed me to serve my Country and М 4 е j island years; returned, she is shunned by all. АП except 
helped pay for my Masters Program." 


a young witch, Dorothea. Slowly she is drawn to the girl, 
and the girl to her. Will Miranda discover her mother's 
fate—she who died giving her life? Will Miranda escape to 
join Ferdinand in Naples, or will she and Dorothea embark 
on a journey back to the enchanted island? Duckett pens a 
deft queering of the Bard. 


An Empty Vessel: The Post-War British Classic by 
Vaughan Mason 


JJ Marsh 
Prewett Bielmann 


Tum Kindle $3.99 

Vessel Nancy Maidstone will be hanged at dawn. In chang- 
ing voices, over decades, Empty Vessel reveals Nancy's 
life. Abused by her brothers, grown to become a success- 
ful butcher's apprentice; accused of murder. Unfeminine, 
silent, Nancy is condemned more by opinion than evidence. 
Who is Vaughan Mason, celebrated for this novel? Like 
King John, Mason was not a nice man; how could he convey 
Nancy's suffering so tellingly? Did he? Cunningly, he is a 
character in Marsh's Beatrice Stubbs mysteries, expiring 
in Snow Angel. Explains Marsh, "The story of Nancy Maid- 
stone has been haunting me for years ever since it popped 
into my head. Finally, the time was right to tell her story." 
An insightful novel and gateway to the Stubbs series, num- 
ber eight coming in June. 


VAUGHAN MASON 


Introduction to Transgender Studies 


Ardel Haefele-Thomas with the participation of 
Thatcher Combs 

Harrington Park Press 

$59 


Introduction’s 477 pages embrace a "Contents" of twelve 
chapters further broken down into a "Detailed Contents" 
section, an introduction through a "Foreword" by Su- 
san Stryker, an "Introduction" by Jo Clifford and “А Note 
on Language." The first textbook aimed specifically at un- 
dergraduate level students, its varied and comprehensive 
topics can be used as well, the author notes, by graduate 
students and by related GLBT, queer, and gender/feminist 
studies. Whether one has never considered gendered stud- 
ies, or already lives a trans, non-binary, agender or gender 
expansive life. Instructors can access sample syllabi, key 
points, discussion questions, as well as film, first person 
accounts, literature and historical biographies. Densely 
packed, but accessibly broken down for the question reader, 
Introduction is a boon for teacher and student alike. ll 


Visit BigGayNews.com for your weekday 
news featuring Local, National and 
International GLBT News. 
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BRINGING THE TEASE ВАСКТО АМ 
ORGINAL. ‘BUR HOU 


Creating a Healthy LGBT Community 


One Treatment Center 
Does Not Fit All 


Exclusively Serving the LGBTQ+ Community 


Located in the Minneapolis Metro area of Minnesota, we specialize in: 
* Drug & Alcohol Abuse 
* Specializing in Crystal Meth and Sexual Compulsivity 
* Residential & Intensive Outpatient Programs 


* Exclusively providing the LGBT community a comfortable 
safe alternative to traditional treatment programs for 30 years. oo E) ГА ) z 
7307 | — (10880) RAPES DRAG вошт Ф 
Seal ( 9 0 ) jam x: = B/GayNineties @@@Gay%0s 


Brighten your future - contact us today. 
= 408 S. Hennepin Ave. Mpls, MN 55401 | Сау905.сот | 612.333.7755 


www. pride-institute.com | 952.934.7554/ 800.547.7433 = 


се 612-503-8090 
& AIR CONDITIONING standardheating.com 


JERRY A. BURG OR MORE 


ATTORNEY AT LAW 
оп a Furnace & A/C Combo* 


Over 20 Years Experience in: 
Family Law | Criminal Defense MS 


Empl TIE j ; 
У › Family-Owned Since 1930 COOLING & HEATING 


3009 Holmes Ave. S. • Minneapolis > Over 475,000 Customers 
(612) 822-0865 > Open 7am-7pm / 7 days a week 


*On approved credit. Restrictions may apply. Includes all discounts and 


. 
www.) erryab urg.com rebates. Not valid with any other offer. Installation completed by 5/31/19. 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local GLBT-friendly non- 
profit organizations. To reserve your 
listing in Community Connection, 
call 612-436-4698 or email advertis- 
ing @lavendermagazine.com. 


ANIMAL RESCUE 


Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring for, 
and adopting out dogs and cats into forever 
homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 


www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 


Quorum 

Your GLBTA chamber of commerce working 
to invigorate, build & partner for a diverse 
business community. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste. 209 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 460-8153 
www.twincitiesquorum.com 


EDUCATION 


Northwestern Health Sciences 
University 

Natural healthcare degrees and certificates 
in acupuncture/Chinese Medicine, chiro- 
practic, massage therapy, and B.S. comple- 
tion. 

2501 W. 84th St. 

Bloomington, MN 55431-1599 

(952) 885-5409 

www.nwhealth.edu 


EVENT VENUES 


Landmark Center 

A classic venue, with a grand cortile and 
beautiful courtrooms, accommodates cel- 
ebrations of all sizes. 

75 W. Sth St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 292-3228 

www.landmarkcenter.org 


GENDER CARE 


University of Minnesota Health Com- 
prehensive Gender Care 
Compassionate, coordinated care from a 
multi-disciplinary team. Providing gender af- 
firmation surgeries. 

University of Minnesota Health Clinics and 
Surgery Center 

909 Fulton St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 676-4227 
www.mhealth.org/gendercare 


GOVERNMENT 

City of Saint Paul 

Department of Human Rights & Equal Eco- 
nomic Opportunity 

Your civil rights are protected! The City of 
Saint Paul champions justice and equity 
for all. 

15 W Kellogg Blvd, Suite 280 

Saint Paul, MN 55102 

651-266-8966 

www.stpaul.gov/hreeo 
hrightscomplaints@ci.stpaul.mn.us 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


The Aliveness Project 

Community Center for individuals living with 
HIV/AIDS - on-site meals, food shelf, and 
supportive services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824.IFE (5433) 

www.aliveness.org 
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COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


Clinic 555, St. Paul 

Whether it's a fling or a serious thing - get 
tested. Sexual health clinic. Downtown St. 
Paul. Offering PrEP. 

555 Cedar St., Fl. 1 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 266-1255 

clinic555.org 


Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family Tree! Of- 
fering respectful, affordable sexual health 
services to meet your needs. 

1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645.0478 

www.familytreeclinic.org 


JustUs Health 

LGBTQ-friendly counseling and referral; HIV 
prevention and support; public education, re- 
search and advocacy. #HelpHelps 

2577 Territorial Road W. 

Saint Paul, MN 55114 

(800) 243-7321 Minnesota AlDSLine 

(612) 341-2060 General info 
www.JustUsHealth.mn 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental ill- 
nesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 

www.namihelps.org 


U of MN HIV Research Studies 

Looking for HIV+ and HIV- individuals to par- 
ticipate in research studies. 

420 Delaware St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-7472 


hiv.umn.edu 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 


KFAI Radio - 90.3 FM (MPLS) 106.7 

FM (STP) 

Home of "Fresh Fruit", the longest running 
weekly Queer radio show in the country, cel- 
ebrating 40 years! Listen on air or online. 
Bailey Building - 1808 Riverside Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 55454 

(612) 341-3144 

www.KFAl.org 


Radio K - Real College Radio 

Radio К (KUOM) is the award-winning student- 
run radio station of the University of Minnesota. 
610 Rarig Center 330 21st Ave S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-3500 

www.RadioK.org 


MUSEUM 


Minnesota Historical Society Sites & 
Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical Society's 26 
historic sites and museums part of your vaca- 
tion plans. 

www.mnhs.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Children's Theatre Company 

Children's Theatre Company creates theatre 
that educates, challenges and inspires. Val- 
ues: Imagination, Excellence, Respect, Inclu- 
sion. 

2400 3rd Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 874-0400 

www.childrenstheatre.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New Century 
Theatres 


Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: Broad- 


way shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 
1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


Minnesota Orchestra 


Enriching, inspiring and serving our commu- 


nity as a symphony orchestra internationally 
recognized for artistic excellence. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 371-5656 

(800) 292-4141 
www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Minnesota Opera 
World-class opera draws you into a synthesis 


of beauty: breathtaking music, stunning cos- 


tumes, and extraordinary sets. 

Performances at the Ordway Music Theater 
- 345 Washington St., St. Paul, MN 55102 

(612) 333-6669 


mnopera.org 


Ordway Center for the Performing Arts 
Hosting, presenting, and creating performing 


arts and educational programs that enrich di- 


verse audiences. 
345 Washington St. 
St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 


www.ordway.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 


An award-winning chorus building commu- 


nity through music and offers entertainment 
worth coming out for! 

528 Hennepin Ave., Ste. 307 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorusGtcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


PRIDE 

Twin Cities Pride 

Producers of the third-largest national Pride 
celebration seeks sponsors, volunteers, board 
members. Contact us today. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 402-7 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 255-3260 

www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 


Hennepin Avenue United 


Methodist Church 
Everyone is welcome at Hennepin 
Avenue UMC! Vibrant Worship. 


Authentic Community. Bold Outreach. 
511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-5303 

www.haumc.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church 

Many Hearts, One Song; Many Hands, One 
Church. Find us on Facebook and Twitter. 
1900 Nicollet Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark's Episcopal Cathedral 
inquiring INSPIRING inclusive. Wherever 
you are on your faith journey, St Mark's 
welcomes yov. 

519 Oak Grove St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 870-7800 

www.ourcathedral.org 


SOCIAL SERVICES 


Lutheran Social Services of Minnesota 
Making a difference in communities across 
Minnesota. Helping Minnesota students and 
seniors with personalized services that pro- 
mote independent, healthy & abundant lives. 
(651) 310-9440 


www. Issmn.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 

Twin Cities Goodtime Softball League 
Now in its 41st season, join hundreds of LGBTA 
softball players participating in the TCGSL. 
PO Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 55458 

www.tegsl.org 


TRAVEL 


Discover Stillwater 

Voted best weekend getaway! Visit this His- 
toric Rivertown. Shop / Dine / Cruise / Art 
Galleries / Nightlife. 

P.O. Box 2025 

Stillwater, MN 55082 
infoGDiscoverStillwater.com 

(651) 351-1717 
www.DiscoverStillwater.com 


Discover St. Louis Park 

Close to Minneapolis, far from ordinary. Ex- 
ceptional dining, attractions, shopping, hotels 
and event space. 

1660 Hwy 100 S., Suite 501 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 

(952) 426-4047 
www.DiscoverStLouisPark.com 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic waterfront. Vibrant 
arts & dining. Adventure. Hotels and B&Bs. 
Attractions and events. 

21 W. Superior St., Ste. 100 

Duluth, MN 

(218) 722-4011, (800) 4-DULUTH 
www.visitduluth.com 


Visit Saint Paul 

175 W. Kellogg Blvd., Ste. 502 
Saint Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 265-4900 
www.visitsaintpaul.com 


VOLUNTEERISM 

Gay 4 Good 

LGBTQ organization making positive impact 
on our greater community. Volunteering for 
social & environmental causes. 

(562) 684-8210 

www.gayforgood.org 


100 


International Wolf Center 

Our world famous Center features daily 
programs, award-wining exhibits, and live 
ambassador wolves. 

1396 Highway 169 

Ely, MN 55731 

218-365-4695 

www.wolf.org 


Minnesota Zoo 

Our mission is to connect people, animals 
and the natural world to save wildlife. 
13000 Zoo Blvd. 

Apple Valley, MN 55124 


mnzoo.org 


THE NETWORK 


ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING 


Karen R Palm CPA CFP 
TAX preparation 
FEE ONLY financial planning 


NO product sales 


612-379-1393 
www.palmkcpa.com 


Family Owned & 
‚ Operated Since 1950 


| Estimates 7am-5pm All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 
~ 28th & Lyndale Ave. S, Mpls • 612-872-6671 
WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM - 


EMPLOYMENT 


American Family Insurance agency owner seek- 
ing talented, caring individuals to join their agency 
team. As a sales specialist, you'll wear many hats, 
including consultative selling techniques to attract, 
retain and sell insurance products and ensure ex- 
cellent customer experiences. Your clients will 
rely on you for honest, expert advice and, in turn, 
you'll use your skills as a proactive problem-solver 
to identify insurance protection products that meet 
their unique needs. You'll also promote brand 
awareness through participation in agency and 
community events. 


* The ability to work independently to plan, set pri- 
orities and organize work 


* Sales and customer service experiences 
* Excellent oral and written communication skills 
* Analytical skills 


* Ability to obtain and maintain insurance licenses 
in Property, Casualty, Life and Health 


e A valid driver's license 


You'll work as part of a team in an office setting. 
Work on evenings and weekends occasionally. This 
position comes with a base pay, plus commission. 


The sales specialist is a staff member of the agency 
and not an employee of American Family Insurance. 


To apply, please email your resume to: dbartell(a 
amfam.com. 


GUN SHOPS 


Bill's Manthly Memberships 
Бел 5 Star Rated Ranges 
Gin Shope Huge Retail Selection 
25 Bange Training Classes 
WWW.BILLSGS.COM SEE YOU AT THE RANGE! 


HELP WANTED 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


SMOKING STUDY 


University of Minnesota 


Smokers wanted for a study 
that provides research cigarettes with different 
nicotine levels and access to other tobacco, 


e-cigarette or nicotine products. 


Joining the study is free and you will receive 
compensation for your time 
z.umn.edu/tobaccostudy 
For more information call 
Tobacco Research Programs: 

(612) 624-4566 
Or visit tobaccoresearch.umn.edu 


HOME SERVICES 


HOUSE CLEANING 
PROBABLY WON'T 


631-488-4808 
Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 
www.goodstuffmoving.com 


MATT'S TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 
LICENSED AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 

ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal ° Tree Trimming * Chipping • Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Praning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 

and Oak Wilt protection treatments 


SPECIALIZING IN: 
* Auto - Home - Life 
* Relocations to the 
Twin Cities area 
State Farm Insurance 
Office: (612) 781-3454 
Cell: (612) 267-7696 


www.johnarens. 
john@arensagency.com 


Couples Counseling 


marylouisegooch.com 


REAL ESTATE 


SPORTS & RECREATION 


GOLF COURSE 


9750 COUNTY RD. 24 
WATERTOWN, MN 55388 =, 


Professionals ? 


4500 Park Glen Road 
Suite 100 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 
p 612-822-7177 f 612-822-2163 


RORTax.com 


Michael Ness 
Income Tax Professional 
Serving the GLBT Community (and civilized straights) Since 1991 


WINDOW CLEANING 


Contact Peter at 
| (612) 875-6747 
www:fiatluxwindowcleaning.com 
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OUR VOICES 


SKIRTING THE ISSUES | BY ELLEN KRUG 


Committed 


On top of speaking and training on human 
inclusivity across the country—and in addition 
to writing for this and another local magazine 
and hosting a weekly radio show—I'm the kind 
of person who horribly over-commits. 

Need a new board member for an organi- 
zation that works to protect marginalized hu- 
mans? Yep, I'm in. 

Want to meet for breakfast or coffee to talk 
about career path or a job search? Sure, ГЇЇ be 
there. 

In search of a volunteer for condominium 
board president? Sign me up. 

You get the idea. 

Much of this is about finally living as the 
authentic me, someone who earnestly wants 
to make a positive difference in the world. An- 
other part is about having time on my hands; 
I'm not in a relationship and sitting around is 
absolutely the last thing I want to do. Thus, I 
try to keep busy. 

Actually, what you just read isn't entirely 
true. I really am in a relationship—a mentor/ 
mentee relationship; her name is "Jasmine" (a 
pseudonym) and she's almost fourteen years 
old. We started out as a "Little" and "Big" 
through the Big Brothers/Sisters program way 
back in late 2012. I thought I'd be Jasmine's 
Big Sister for a year or two and then we'd each 
move on, presumably because that's the way 
life usually is. 

I was wrong about that. Way wrong. 

Ive written about Jasmine here before, 
many columns ago. Even then, I didn't think 
the relationship would last. I had already done 
my stint of raising two daughters and parenting 
them well into their twenties. Did I really want 
to invest in another young human? 

It turns out that I sure did and do. 

For one thing, this kid is way worth it. Jas- 
mine has a wonderful soft heart that shows up 
when you least expect it. On the outside, she's 
tough, maybe reticent. You might even think 
that she believes the world owes her. 

Yet occasionally she lets me in, and when 
she does, it's quite incredible. We'll sit and talk 
about things—cute boys, mean girls, tempta- 
tions—that I know she shares with no one else. 
She offers up vulnerability which suggests that 
my presence in her life might be important, 
maybe even critical. 

It also helps that Jasmine is darn smart. 
One of her favorite things is to watch docu- 
mentaries about such varied things as global 
warming, homelessness, and K-pop. I'll hear, 
“What's that mean?" or “Can you believe that?" 


as the video rolls. Afterward, she'll want to sit 
and talk, dissecting and absorbing. 

The same thing happens when we watch 
movies. We had long, nuanced talks after see- 
ing Green Book and Moonlight. Long ago, I 
taught Jasmine to look for themes and sym- 
bolism in movies and books; sometimes, she's 
relentless in wanting to get the most out of the 
film: “What else was there in the movie, Ellie? 
There’s got to be more." 

Sometimes it's not simple with Jasmine. On 
several occasions, Гуе dropped her off back 
home early because she wanted to take life's 
frustrations out on me. Once, she told me that 
we were done, that she never wanted to see me 
again. Thankfully, the freeze-out didn't last. 

Please understand that the relationship isn't 
one-way, either. I get back as much from this 
kid as I give. She will say witty things that make 
me laugh out loud days later. Most recently, 
she went on a rant making gentle fun about 
how I'll ask for *one" of her French fries when 
we share a meal, only for me to take four or five 
or more. She added, *And don't even get me 
started on how you ask for a second spoon for 
my Dairy Queen Blizzard." 

She was so right; I do all of that and it was 
hilarious on how she called me out on it. Both 
of us were near-hysterical as she did so. 

Most of all, Jasmine reminds me that it's 
possible to make a difference in a younger hu- 
man's life. 

In today's world, so many people feel lost. 
Often, social media dictates how young people 
feel about themselves. Younger folks can be so 
cruel and marginalizing since it takes nothing 
to post something mean. 

The last six and a half years have reminded 
me of how important it is to simply be present 
for Jasmine. Many times, she just talks, but 
sometimes she cries. I have no special words of 
wisdom or solace; the best that I can offer is, “I 
believe in your" or “You will get through this.” 
ГЇЇ always add, “You’re so very smart" and, “I 
care about you." 

Im learning that maybe simply saying 
those words helps. 

I sure would have wanted to hear such 
things when I was growing up. Ё 


Ellen (Ellie] Krug is the author of Getting to El- 
len: A Memoir about Love, Honesty and Gender 
Change (2013). She speaks and trains on diversity 
and inclusion topics; visit www.elliekrug.com where 
you can also sign up for her newsletter, The Ripple. 
She welcomes your comments at ellenkrugwriter(d 


gmail.com. 
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LAVENDER'S 


W FIRST 
) THURSDAYS 


BUY A DRINK. MAKE A CONNECTION. HAVE FUN. 


LAVENDER’S 2019 SUMMER OF PRIDE 


KICKOFF PARTY 


Presented by: 


@ P 
MINTAHOE 7105 


CATERING & EVENTS 


Jom DULUTH con —X —— 777^ NAG AVA 


Thursday, June 6, 2019 
5:30 = 8:00 PM 900 Hennepin owned by Hennepin Theatre Trust 


900 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis 


Visit Our Featured Business & Organization Vendors, Including: 


Dean Schlaak, Edina Realty - Discover Stillwater - Gay4Good - Golden Valley Pride - Hennepin Theatre Trust & 900 Hennepin 
- Mintahoe Catering & Events - National Association of Gay and Lesbian Real Estate Professionals (NAGLREP) 
- Quorum - Red Ribbon Ride - Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus - VACAYA Cruises - Visit Duluth 


° Join us for the annual kickoff to the 
2019 Pride and summer seasons. 


* Pick up your copy of the Lavender's 
2019 Official Pride Edition, 
America's largest Pride publication, 
featuring the unveiling of this year's cover model 
presented by Vacaya Cruises. 


* Drink specials, complimentary hors d'oeuvres, 
prize drawings and giveaways 


Part of Lavender's 


BUE . 


Visit 
www.lavendermagazine.com/calendar/lavenders-first-thursdays/ 
to preregister at Eventbrite and 
to be eligible to win great prizes 
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